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Our school vision is
Supporting pupils to be successful, healthy, fulfilled, and empowered to make a difference – strengthened by the hope and example of God.

Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me.” – Psalm 25:4–5a








How our vision applies to this policy
Our Admissions Policy reflects our commitment to supporting pupils to be successful, healthy, fulfilled, and empowered to make a difference. We welcome applications from all families who wish their children to learn within a loving, inclusive Christian community shaped by the hope and example of God. Our approach ensures that decisions are made fairly, transparently, and with integrity, valuing the dignity of every child. Where applications exceed the number of available places, we apply our published criteria consistently so that the process remains clear, equitable, and rooted in our responsibility to serve our community well.





































We take 90 pupils, in three classes of 30 children per year group. It is the governors’ policy to admit the children of all parents who choose to have their children educated at the school. If we receive more applications than there are places available, the governors will use the following criteria in order. If you are applying under category 2 or 5, you should fill in the priest reference form. If you are applying under any of the other categories, you do not need to fill in this form.

Criteria for admission
When the number of applications exceeds the number of places available we apply the following criteria in priority order for deciding which applications to accept.

1 ‘Looked after children’ or children who were previously looked after but left local authority care because they were adopted or became subject of a residence order or special guardian ship order. (Please see note 1 for more details.)

2 Children who, with one or both parents regularly go to the Church of St Peter and St Paul Dagenham (‘Dagenham Parish Church’). (Please see note 2 below for the definition of regularly going to church.)

3 Children who have a sibling at the school at the time they would start at the school. (Please see note 3 for the definition of sibling.)

4 Children who go to Village Infants School at the time of application. 

5 Children who, with one or both parents, regularly go to a Christian Church, other than Dagenham Parish Church, of a denomination which is a member of Churches Together in England. (Please see note 2 for the definition of regularly going to church.)

6 Any other children who do not fall within the categories listed above.

In the event that during the period specified for attendance at worship (see Important Note 2 - below) the church has been closed for public worship and has not provided alternative premises for that worship, the requirements of these (admissions) arrangements in relation to attendance will only apply to the period when the church or alternative premises have been available for public worship.


Important notes

1 A looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of the local authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions.  In the case of such children we will require a letter signed by a fully qualified social worker employed by the local authority concerned.

2 In the admission criteria ‘regularly going to church’ means going at least once every two weeks to either Sunday Service or other midweek activities (not including those of a purely social nature) for at least two years. The parish priest or another minister needs to confirm this, in writing on the supplementary information form.

3 ‘Sibling’ means a full brother or sister, a half-brother or half-sister, a stepbrother or stepsister, and an adopted brother or sister living at the same address or children who have been living in the same household in a long-term foster relationship for more than one year.

4 The current School Admissions Code states ‘schools are required to admit children with statements of special educational need where the school concerned is named on the statement’.  We process these applications first and the rest of the places will then be processed using the school’s admissions criteria.


5 If we discover we have given your child a place based on false, inaccurate or misleading information, we have the right to withdraw the place.  Other brothers and sisters of any child who is offered a place based on false, inaccurate or misleading information will not be considered under the sibling criterion.  However in circumstances where a child who has had their place withdrawn because of such false, inaccurate or misleading information on their application and who is later admitted to school genuinely from the waiting list, or following a successful appeal, that child’s brothers and sisters will be considered under the sibling criterion.

6 For a list of churches who are members of Churches Together in England, visit www.churches-together.net.

7 Barking and Dagenham Schools Admissions Team will measure all distances using SIA’s geographical information system (SMART).  They will measure the distance from the centre of the child’s permanent home to the main entrance of the school in a straight line basis (as the crow flies).

8 If two or more children have an equal claim to a place within any criterion, we will give priority to children who live closest to the school.  If the distance for two or more children is the same (for example, because the children live in the same block of flats), we will use a lottery system (random allocation) to decide who to offer places to.  This process will be independently checked.  If parents have shared responsibility for caring for a child who lives with each of them for part of the week, we will use the address closest to the school for this purpose.

9 We cannot consider other factors not listed in the admission criteria as it is important that we are consistent in our judgment and apply the criteria fairly.


10 If your child fails to gain a place, we will add them to our waiting list. This will be ranked in the same order as our published over subscription criteria, whatever date you made your application. We will remove your child’s name from the waiting list after one year from the date you made your application, although you can reapply if you want to.
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