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Our school vision is
Supporting pupils to be successful, healthy, fulfilled and empowered to make a difference - strengthened by the hope and example of God.
“Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me.” - Psalm 25:4–5a (NIV)









How our vision applies to this policy
We recognise that some pupils need additional support and/or motivation to work diligently.  This policy outlines the support we provide: ensuring it goes beyond statutory guidance by acting generously with our time and resources.






































Key Information

Type of school: Mainstream

	Key Staff 
	
	Contact Details

	Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator
(SENDCo)
	Mrs Jade Beech

	02082706582 


	Governor responsible for SEND
	Mr Roger Mitchell
	office@williamfordschool.co.uk

	Family Support Worker
	Mrs Kerry Noakes
	02082706582
family-support@williamfordschool.co.uk

	Learning Mentor
	Mrs Sue Finch
	02082706582



William Ford C of E Junior School is an inclusive school. We ensure that pupils are included in all aspects of learning and school life throughout our school.

The aims of the School for all children are:-
· To make the School a happy place where children want to learn, take pride in their work and develop a working attitude
· To develop each child’s full potential
· To foster each child’s talents, be it academic, physical or artistic and widen each child’s horizons by introducing them to many different activities and experiences
· To help children acquire knowledge and skills relevant to adult life and employment in a fast changing world
· To help children develop socially, have a sense of moral values and to have regard for other people’s feelings and situations whatever their colour, race or creed
· To help children understand the world in which they live and the reliance on individuals, groups and nations
· To help children become self-confident and self-reliant. To encourage them to be polite, respectful, considerate, loyal and trustworthy
· To help children appreciate human achievements and aspirations

The Code of Practice 2015
“A child or young person has Special Educational Needs if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.”

A child has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she:

· Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age
                                                                                    Or
· Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools.

I am concerned about my child, who are the best people to talk to?
	People
	Responsibilities

	Class Teacher
	He/She is responsible for:
· Ensuring that all children have access to good or outstanding classroom teaching and that the curriculum is adapted to meet your child’s individual needs (also known as differentiation)
· Checking on the progress of your child through monitoring and assessment. Planning for and delivering any additional help your child may need (this could be things like targeted work, additional support, adapting or varying resources) and discussing amendments with the Year group leader/SENDCo as necessary
· Setting targets and sharing and reviewing these with parents and pupils once each term
· Ensuring that all members of staff working with your child in school are aware of your child’s individual needs and/or conditions and what specific adjustments need to be made to enable them to be included and make progress
· Ensuring that all members of staff working with your child are supported in delivering the planned work and/or individual programmes for your child.  This may involve the use of additional adults, outside specialist help and specially planned learning tasks and resources
· Ensuring that the school’s Special Educational Needs Policy is followed in their classroom and for all pupils they teach with any SEN and/or disabilities

	The SENDCo













	He/She is responsible for:
· Coordinating all the support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and developing the school’s Special Needs Policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high quality response to meeting their needs in school
· Ensuring that you are:
· Involved in supporting your child’s learning
· Kept informed about the support your child is getting
· Involved in reviewing how they are doing
· Part of planning ahead for them
· Liaising with all the other people who may be coming into school to help support your child’s learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology etc…
· Updating the schools SEND information (a system for ensuring all the special educational and physical needs of pupils in this school are known and understood)
· To provide specialist support and arrange training for teachers and support staff in the school so they can help your child and other pupils with SEN and/or disabilities in the school to achieve their potential

	The Headteacher

	He/She is responsible for:
· The day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes the support for children with SEN and/or disabilities. He/She will give responsibility to the SENDCo and class teachers but is still responsible for ensuring that your child’s needs are met
· He/She ensures that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any issues in the school relating to SEND

	SEND Governor
	He/She is responsible for:
· Making sure that the school has an up to date SEND Policy
· Making sure that the school has appropriate provision and has made necessary adaptations to meet the needs of all children in the school
· Making sure that the necessary support is made for any child who attends the school who has SEN and/or disabilities



How will I know if my child is making progress?
· Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher through observation, assessment and review
· Your child’s progress is reviewed formally every term in Reading, Writing and Maths and an age-related standard is given. If your child is not working at age expected school level, a more sensitive assessment tool is used which shows their level in more detail and will also show smaller but significant steps of progress
· At the end of year 6 all children are required to be formally assessed using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the government requires all schools to do and the results are published nationally
· All children will have specific targets which will be reviewed each term by the class teacher and the parent /carer, and where possible, in consultation with the child
· The progress of children with an EHC Plan is formally reviewed at an Annual Review with all adults involved with the child’s education
· The SENDCo will also check that your child is making good progress within any individual/group work that they take part in
· You will receive a full report of your child’s achievements at the end of each academic year
How do we identify and assess pupils as having SEND?
Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his or her class teacher and all pupils are formally assessed every termly using NFER tests. Progress is monitored against both age-related expectations and pupils on personal learning targets. In addition, we also use a range of early screening programs to help identify other learning needs.  

Parents’ views are very important to us and if you have concerns about your child’s health and wellbeing or their academic progress, you should speak to your child’s class teacher initially. The class teacher will then raise your concerns with the year group leader / SENDCo and a meeting will be arranged for you to discuss your concerns. 

Once a child has been identified as having SEND, the children is put onto the SEND Register and a support plan is drawn u. this is reviewed termly. The SENDCO will also check that your child is making good progress throughout the term through observations, interventions, data collection and working closely with teachers.


What types of SEND do we provide support for?
Currently William Ford caters for a wide range of needs. The staff are dedicated and trained to ensure children needs are being met so that they can meet their full potential. The Code of Practice (2015) identifies four broad areas of need.

The 4 areas of need set out in the SEND Code of Practice (2015) are:
1. Communication and interaction
· Children with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for every child with SLCN is different and their needs may change over time. They may have difficulty with one, some or all of the different aspects of speech, language or social communication at different times of their lives.
· Children and young people with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on how they relate to others and on their learning.

2. Cognition and Learning
· This area includes children who learn at a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation.
· Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to need support in all areas of the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and communication, through to profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment.
· Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This includes a range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.

3. Social, emotional and mental health difficulties
· Children may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which are displayed in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour.
· These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such as:
· Anxiety
· Depression
· Self-harming
· Substance misuse
· Eating disorders
· Physical symptoms that are medically unexplained
· Attention deficit disorder (ADD)
· Attention deficit hyperactive disorder (ADHD)
· Attachment disorder

4. Sensory and/or Physical Needs
· Some children require special educational provision because they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally provided. These difficulties can be age related and may fluctuate over time.
· These difficulties include:
· Vision impairment (VI)
· Hearing impairment (HI)
· Multi-sensory impairment (MSI)
· Physical disability (PD)

What type of support could my child get?
	Wave level of support
	What would this mean for your child?
	Who is this support on offer to?

	1-Universal
	· Class teacher input via good/outstanding classroom teaching
· Your child’s teacher will have the highest possible expectations for all pupils in their class
· All teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand
· This may include different ways of teaching, e.g. more practical learning, providing different resources, to enable him/her to be fully involved in their learning  
· The teacher will use specific strategies which may be suggested by the SENDCo or staff from outside agencies to enable your child to access the learning task
	All children.

	2- Targeted
	Specific small group work with the aim of closing the gap in a particular area. This group may be 
· Run in the classroom or outside
· Run by a teacher or (most often) a support assistant who has had training to run these groups. These are often called Intervention Groups
· Your child’s class teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will have decided that they have a gap in their understanding/learning and need some extra support to close this gap
· Your child’s class teacher will plan group sessions for your child with targets to help them to make more progress
· A learning support assistant (LSA) or teacher will run these small group sessions using the class teacher’s plans or a program recommended by an outside professional, e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist  
	Any child who has specific gaps in their understanding 

	3- Specialist 
	· Specialist groups run by outside agencies and/or individual support
· If your child has been identified as needing more specialist input instead of or in addition to good and outstanding class room teaching and intervention groups, a referral can be made to an outside agency to advise and support the school in enabling your child to make progress
· Before a referral is made you will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible ways forward
· If it is agreed that the support of an outside agency is a way forward your child will be referred (with your permission) to a specialist professional, e.g. Speech and Language Therapist or Educational Psychologist. This will help the school and yourself understand your child’s particular needs better.
· The specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make recommendations which could include group/individual support with school staff or outside professional, target setting, adapting teaching style
	Children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome through whole class good/outstanding teaching and intervention groups.

	3- Specialist (EHCP in place)
	· This means your child will have been identified by the class teacher, SENDCo or outside agency as having a significant and complex need requiring a particularly high level of long term individual and small group teaching that cannot always be provided from the resources already delegated to the school
· Your child will usually require specialist support in school from a professional outside the school
	Children whose learning needs are severe, complex and lifelong.



Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP)
Since 1st September 2014 the Education, Health and Care Plans have replaced the Statement of Special Educational Needs. Barking and Dagenham EHC team will be responsible for the EHC Plans and a formal review will be held once a year to ensure that the plan and the provision in place is still appropriate to the needs of the child. The decision whether to proceed with a statutory assessment and EHC Plan is a result of a request being made. This is a legal process and you can find more details about this in the Local Authority Local Offer on the Barking and Dagenham website:
Local offer | LBBD

· The school or parents can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment of your child’s needs
· After the school have sent in the request (with a lot of information about your child, including some from you), the Local Authority will decide whether they think your child’s needs seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the case they will ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining your child’s needs. If they do not think your child needs this they will ask the school to continue with the support already being provided.
· After the reports have all been sent in the Local Authority will decide if your child’s needs are severe, complex and lifelong. If this is the case they will write an EHC Plan. If this is not the case they will ask the school to continue with the support identified and set up a meeting to explain this decision.

Who can provide support for children with SEND in the school?
William Ford has a hardworking, dedicated team who support all children including those with SEND. We have:
· Learning support assistants in each year group 
· Welfare assistant
· Learning Mentor
· Family Support Worker
· SENDCo

All staff are well trained and attend regular training courses run by outside agencies, the borough Inclusion team or the SENDCo. Many of our support assistants are also trained in specific interventions/programs to support the children with SEND. These include:

· Enhanced Speech and Language support
· Persistent literacy difficulties support
· Phonics
· Specialist Autism training
· Makaton Level 1
· Specialist EAL support
· Social skills
· Aspects of counselling
· Mental Health well being
· Thrive techniques

Links with outside agencies
In addition to the support provided by school staff we have access to a wide range of outside agencies who support children with SEND including:
· Speech and Language Therapist
· CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)
· Educational Psychologist
· Occupational Therapist
· Local Authority Advisory team
· School nursing team
· Child Development team
· Children’s Services
· Campbell Primary Centre
· The Acorns

What support can we offer a parent/ carer of a child with a SEND?
· We would like you to talk to your child’s class teacher regularly to share information about what is working well at home and what we are doing in school so similar strategies can be used
· The year group leader and/or SENDCo are available to meet with you to discuss your child’s progress or any concerns/worries you may have
· All information from outside professionals will be discussed with you with the person involved directly, or where this is not possible, in a report
· A home/school contact book or regular diary entries may be used to support communication with you, when this has been agreed to be useful for you and your child
· The Family Support Worker, Kerry Noakes, is available to meet with you if you require any further advice and can direct you to other external agencies available. These include:
· The Heathway Centre
· The Sycamore Trust
· Carers of Barking and Dagenham
· Disablement Association of Barking and Dagenham (DABD)
· Children’s Assessment Team (Social Services)
· AddUp
· Phoenix @ Home

For full details of the services and support they offer, please refer to the ‘Advice and Support Organisations’ section of the LBBD website Care, advice and support | LBBD 

How does the Governing Body deal with complaints related to SEND?
If a parent is unhappy with any issue related to SEND they should initially speak to their child’s class teacher. If necessary the class teacher will then involve the Phase leader and the SENDCo. If the parent is not happy with the outcome or the issue has not been resolved, it will then be referred to the head teacher and if necessary the Governing Body. 
Detailed information of the procedures that the Governing Body follow can be found in the Complaints Policy which is published on the school website: Policies | William Fords C of E Junior School (williamfordschool.co.uk)

Is the school physically accessible to children with SEND?
· The building is accessible to children with physical disability via ramps
· The school is on a spilt level but both levels can be accessed via a lift located in the main hall
· 1 disabled toilet space
· We ensure that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs
· Extra-Curricular activities are accessible for children with SEND
· Specialist equipment is provided for children identified as requiring it (usually based on advice from health professionals)
· Adaptations to the curriculum will be made in line with the advice given to us from specialist services 



How will we support your child when they are leaving this school or moving on to another class?
We recognise that ‘moving on’ can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any transition is as smooth as possible.

If your child is moving to another school:
· We will contact the new school SENDCo and ensure he/she knows about any special arrangements or support that needs to be made for your child
· We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible

When moving classes in school:
· Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and in most cases, a planning meeting will take place with the new teacher
· If your child would be helped by a book to support them and help them understand moving on then it will be made for them in a format they can access

In Year 6:
· The SENDCo/Learning Mentor will attend the Primary Transition Day with specific information supplied by the class teacher to discuss the needs of your child with the SENDCo of their secondary school
· Where possible your child will visit their new school and in some cases staff from the new school will visit your child in this school
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